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Article 12

Logic and Criticism

human nature is the same now as
it was then, stepping into the same
mistakes.

WILLIAM L. COFFEY, JR., M.D.

Physicians have long been re
spected for their carefully weighed
mature decisions on important clin
ical problems. They weigh and
critically evaluate the positive and
nega1:ive data, draw on direct expe
rience and that gleaned from the
literature and reach a valid decision.
In civic, intellectual, cultural and
social fields their assistance and
judgment are frequently sought.
In recent years there has ap
peared a rather unique change in
much of our medical literature. It
formerly had been restricted to the
scientific aspects of medicine, clin
ical observation, the growing battery
of diagnostic aids, computers et al
and a broadening array of therapeu
tic agents. But now the social and
occasionally the moral aspects of
therapeutic aids and prophylactic
measures have entered the scene.
Much of this was initiated when
so many were interviewed on the
morality of the use of the atom
bomb, and the subsequent develop
ment of more violent weapons of
massive destruction. Sports figures,
war heroes, entertainers, mathema
ticians came forward whh their sage
and meaningful comments.
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of the ingestion uf a d ru g during
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